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By Commttee on Education

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A 655
RCWto read as foll ows:
(1) The high school assessnment system required by RCW 28A. 655. 060

shal |l include but need not be Ilimted to the Washi ngton assessnent of
student |earning, an opportunity for a student to retake the content
areas in which the student was not successful, and one or nore

alternative nmeans to denonstrate achievenent of the state academc
st andards, devel oped by the superintendent of public instruction.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, successful
conpl etion of the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning
inreading, witing, mathematics, and science shall |lead to a scholar's
certificate or a certificate of achievenent. A certificate shall be
obt ai ned by nobst students at about the age of sixteen, and is evidence
that the student has successfully net the state standard in the content
areas included in the certificate. The scholar's certificate or the
certificate of achievenent is required for graduation from a public
hi gh school but is not the only requirenent for graduation.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, successful
conpletion of the reading, witing, and nathematics content areas of
t he high school Washington assessnent of student learning is required
for graduation from a public high school in the state of Wshington
and, wuntil the provisions of subsection (4) of this section take
effect, shall lead to a scholar's certificate or a certificate of
achi evenent .

(4) Beginning with the graduating class of 2010, successful
conpletion of the science content area of the high school Washington
assessnment of student learning is required for graduation froma public
hi gh school in the state of WAshington
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(5 Beginning with the graduating class of 2010, successful
conpletion of the reading, witing, mathenmatics, and science content
areas of the high school Washington assessnent of student | earning
shall lead to a scholar's certificate or a certificate of achi evenent.

(6) The state board of education may not require the acquisition of
the scholar's certificate or the certificate of achievenent for
students in home-based instruction under chapter 28A 200 RCW or for
students enrolled in private schools under chapter 28A. 195 RCW

(7) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, if a student takes
the high school Wshington assessnment of student |earning and
successfully neets the state acadenmic standards in all content areas
required for the scholar's certificate, then the student shall receive
a scholar's certificate; if a student takes the high school assessnent
but is not successful in one or nore content areas required for the
scholar's certificate, the student may retake the assessnent in that
content area one tinme at no cost to the student and may choose one or
nore of the foll ow ng options:

(a) To retake the assessnent in that content area, if the student
is enrolled in a public school;

(b) To retake the assessnent in that content area if the student is
enrolled in a high school conpletion program The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for community and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed; or

(c) To use an alternative neans devel oped and approved by the
superintendent of public instruction to denonstrate achi evenent of the
standards for that content area if the student has already retaken the
assessnment in that content area.

(8) Students who successfully neet the state standards on the
retake of a content area of the high school Washington assessnent of
student |earning shall receive a scholar's certificate. Students that
successfully neet the state standards through an alternative neans
shall receive a certificate of achievenent.

(9) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(10) Opportunities for retaking the high school assessnent shal
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begin no later than the spring 2007 adm nistration of the assessnent,
subj ect to avail abl e funding.

(11) By Novenber 30, 2004, the superintendent of public instruction
shall report to the governor, the state board of education, and the
house of representatives and senate education comittees on the
feasibility of returning the results of the Washington assessnent of
student | earning, including individual student performance i nformation,
to schools, teachers, and parents in the sanme school year in which the
assessnment is admnistered. |In addition, subject to avail abl e fundi ng,
begi nning no later than 2006, the results of the nmath content area of
the spring admnistration of the high school |evel of the Wshington
assessnment of student |earning shall be available to students, parents,
and school s before June 1st of each year.

(12) Beginning no later than Septenber 1, 2006, subject to
avai l able funding, alternative neans to denonstrate achievenent of
state academ c standards shall be in place in each school district.

(13) Beginning no later than Septenmber 1, 2006, each school
district shall prepare a high school graduation plan for each student
in grades eight through twelve who is not successful in one or nore
content areas of the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning for the
student's grade |l evel. The plan shall include, but need not be limted
to, the courses, conpetencies, and other steps needed by the student to
nmeet state academ c standards and stay on track for graduation.
Progress on the plan shall be reported at |east once a year to the
student and the student's parents or guardi an.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Before the results of the 2004 high
school assessnent of student |earning are reported to school districts,
t he academ c achi evenent and accountability comm ssion shall review and
adj ust, if necessary, the student performance scores needed to neet the
hi gh school standards and obtain a scholar's certificate or a
certificate of achievenent as provided in section 1 of this act. The
comm ssion shall include in its review consideration of the use of the
standard error of measurenent into the decision regarding the award of
the certificates. By Novenber 30, 2004, the conm ssion shall report
its decision to the governor, the superintendent of public instruction,
and the house of representatives and senate education commttees. To
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assist in its deliberations, the conm ssion shall seek advice from a
commttee that includes parents, practicing classroom teachers and
principals, admnistrators, staff, enployers, and other interested
parties.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
devel op alternative assessnment options, procedures, and criteria, to
hel p determ ne whet her students who were not successful in one or nore
of the content areas of the high school assessnent can denonstrate that
they neet state standards through another objectively eval uated neans.
In its deliberations, the office shall consult wth parents,
adm nistrators, practicing classroom teachers including teachers in
career and technical education, practicing principals, appropriate
agenci es, professional organizations, assessnent experts, enployers,
and other interested parties.

(a) By July 1, 2004, the office shall report its recommendations
for alternative assessnents, including possible options, to the
governor and the house of representatives and senate education
committees.

(b) By July 1, 2005, subject to available funding, the alternative
assessnment options shall be available for voluntary use by school
districts.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction in cooperation with
educators, professional organizations, and community nenbers, shall
devel op nodel classroom based assessnents that nay be used by schoo
districts.

(4) By January 1, 2004, subject to available funding, the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction shall report recommendations
to the governor, the state board of education, and the house of
representatives and senate education commttees addressing the
appropriate application of the scholar's «certificate and the
certificate of achievenment requirenents to special education students
and limted English proficiency students, and recommendati ons on the
best practices that may be used with students who need additional
assistance to neet the certificate requirenents.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A. 230. 090 and 1997 c¢c 222 s 2 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equival encies for students.

(a) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents is encouraged to include
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
| ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.

(b) The scholar's certificate or the certificate of achievenent
requi renents under section 1 of this act are required for graduation
from a public high school but are not the only requirenents for
gr aduat i on.

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
legislature in a tinmely manner as determ ned by the state board.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or Jlocal school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages other than English.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal | be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c level of the course exceeds the requirenents for
seventh and eighth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.
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(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted hi gh school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any other additional assignnent to receive credit. Subsection (4) of
this section shall also apply to students enrolled in high school on
April 11, 1990, who took the courses before attending high school.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

Sec. 4. RCW28A. 655.030 and 2002 ¢ 37 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The powers and duties of the academ c achievenent and
accountability comm ssion shall include, but are not limted to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) For purposes of statew de accountability, the conm ssion shall:

(a) Adopt and revise performance inprovenent goals in reading,
writing, science, and mathematics by subject and grade |level as the
comm ssion deens appropriate to inprove student |earning, once
assessnents in these subjects are required statew de. The goal s shal
be consistent wth student privacy protection provisions of RCW
28A. 655.090(7) and shall not conflict with requirenments contained in
Title | of the federal elenentary and secondary education act of 1965,

as anended. The goals nay be established for all students,
econom cally disadvantaged students, limted English proficient
st udent s, students wth disabilities, and students from

di sproportionately academcally underachieving racial and ethnic
backgrounds. The conm ssion may establish school and school district
goal s addressing high school graduation rates and dropout reduction

- - —)) The conm ssion
shall adopt the goals by rule. However, before each goal is
i npl emented, the comm ssion shall present the goal to the education
commttees of the house of representatives and the senate for the
commttees' review and comment in a tine frane that will permt the
| egislature to take statutory action on the goal if such action is
deened warranted by the |egislature;
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(b) Identify the scores students nust achieve in order to neet the
standard on t he Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and, for high
school students, obtain a scholar's certificate or a certificate of
achievenent. The conmmi ssion shall also determ ne student scores that
identify |levels of student performance bel ow and beyond the standard.
The comm ssion shall consider the incorporation of the standard error
of nmeasurenent into the decision regarding the award of the scholar's
certificate and the certificate of achievenent. The conm ssion shal
set such performance standards and levels in consultation with the
superintendent of public instruction and after consideration of any
recomendati ons that may be devel oped by any advisory commttees that
may be established for this purpose. If the conm ssion nakes any
adjustnent of the student perfornmance standards, then the conm ssion
shall present the recomended changes to the education conmttees of
the house of representatives and the senate by January 31st of the
school year in which the changes will take place in order to permt the
legislature to take statutory action before the changes are inpl enented
if such action is deened warranted by the | eqislature;

(c) Adopt objective, systematic criteria to identify successful
schools and school districts and recormend to the superintendent of
public instruction schools and districts to be recogni zed for two types
of acconplishments, student achievenent and inprovenents in student
achi evenent. Recognition for inprovenents in student achi evenent shal
i ncl ude consideration of one or nore of the follow ng acconplishnments:

(1) An increase in the percent of students neeting standards. The
| evel of achievenent required for recognition nay be based on the
achi evement goals established by the ((legistature—under—RCON
28A—655-050—-and—the)) conm ssion under (a) of this subsection;

(1i) Positive progress on an inprovenent index that neasures
i nprovenent in all levels of the assessnent; and

(ti1) Inprovenents despite challenges such as high levels of
mobility, poverty, English as a second |anguage |earners, and |arge
nunmbers of students in special populations as neasured by either the
percent of students neeting the standard, or the inprovenent index.

Wen determining the baseline year or years for recognizing
i ndi vi dual schools, the comm ssion may use the assessnent results from
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the initial years the assessnents were adm nistered, if doing so with
i ndi vi dual school s woul d be appropri ate;

(d) Adopt objective, systematic criteria to identify schools and
school districts in need of assistance and those in which significant
nunbers of students persistently fail to neet state standards. In its
del i berations, the comm ssion shall consider the use of all statew de
mandated criterion-referenced and normreferenced standardi zed tests;

(e) ldentify schools and school districts in which state
intervention neasures wll be needed and a range of appropriate
intervention strategies, beginning no earlier than June 30, 2001, and
after the legislature has authorized a set of intervention strategies.
Begi nning no earlier than June 30, 2001, and after the |egislature has
authorized a set of intervention strategies, at the request of the
conm ssion, the superintendent shall intervene in the school or school
district and take corrective actions. This chapter does not provide
addi tional authority for the comm ssion or the superintendent of public
instruction to intervene in a school or school district;

(f) Ildentify performance incentive systens that have inproved or
have the potential to inprove student achi evenent;

(g) Annually review the assessnent reporting system to ensure
fairness, accuracy, tineliness, and equity of opportunity, especially
with regard to schools wth special circunstances and unique
popul ati ons of students, and a recomendation to the superintendent of
public instruction of any inprovenents needed to the system

(h) Annually report by Decenber 1st to the legislature, the
governor, the superintendent of public instruction, and the state board
of education on the progress, findings, and recommendations of the
comm ssion. The report may include recommendati ons of actions to help
i nprove student achi evenent;

(1) By Decenber 1, 2000, and by Decenber 1st annually thereafter
report to the education commttees of the house of representatives and
the senate on the progress that has been nade in achieving the reading
goal under RCW 28A. 655.050 and any additional goals adopted by the
conmi ssi on;

(j) Coordinate its activities with the state board of education and
the office of the superintendent of public instruction;
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(k) Seek advice from the public and all interested educationa
organi zations in the conduct of its work; and

(1) Establish advisory commttees, which may include persons who
are not nenbers of the conm ssion;

(2) Holding neetings and public hearings, which my include
regi onal neetings and heari ngs;

(3) Hring necessary staff and determning the staff's duties and
conpensati on. However, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall provide staff support to the comm ssion until the
comm ssion has hired its own staff, and shall provide nost of the
techni cal assistance and |ogistical support needed by the conm ssion
thereafter. The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shall be the fiscal agent for the conm ssion. The comm ssion may
direct the office of the superintendent of public instruction to enter
into subcontracts, wthin the commssion's resources, wth school
districts, teachers, higher education faculty, state agencies, business
organi zations, and other individuals and organizations to assist the
comm ssion in its deliberations; and

(4) Receiving per diemand travel allowances as permtted under RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

Sec. 5. RCW 28A.655.070 and 1999 ¢ 388 s 501 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall identify the
knowl edge and skills all public school students need to know and be
able to do based on the student learning goals in RCW 28A. 150. 210,
devel op student assessnents, and inplenment the accountability
recommendations and requests regarding assistance, rewards, and
recognition of the academ c achi evenent and accountability comm ssion.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall periodically
revise the essential academ c |earning requirenents, as needed, based
on the student l|earning goals in RCW 28A.150.210. Goals one and two
shall be considered primry. To the nmaxi mum extent possible, the
superintendent shall integrate goal four and the know edge and skil
areas in the other goals in the wessential academic |[|earning
requirenents.
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(3) In consultation wth the academ c achi evenent and
accountability comm ssion, the superintendent of public instruction
shall maintain and continue to devel op and revise a statew de acadenic
assessnment system for use in the elenentary, mddle, and high schoo
years designed to determne if each student has nastered the essenti al
academ c learning requirenents identified in subsection (1) of this
section. The academ c assessnent system shall include._

(a) Avariety of assessnment nethods, including criterion-referenced
and perfornmance- based neasures;

(b) An opportunity for a student to retake content areas of the
Washi ngton assessnent of student learning if the student does not
successfully neet the state academ c standards on the first attenpt;
and

(c) One or nore alternative neans to denonstrate achi evenent of the
state standards for the high school assessnent system

(4) The assessnment system shall be designed so that the results
under the assessnent system are used by educators as tools to eval uate
instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate educational
support for students who have not nastered the essential academc
|l earning requirenents at the appropriate periods in the student's
educati onal devel opnent. In order to assist parents and teachers in
their efforts to provide educational support to individual students,
i ncluding students seeking a scholar's certificate or a certificate of
achi evenent, the superintendent of public instruction shall provide as
much individual student performance information as possible within the
constraints of the assessnent systems item bank. The superint endent
shall also provide to school districts information on cl assroom based
and other assessnents that wmy provide additional achi evenent
information for individual students.

(5 To the maximum extent possible, the superintendent shal
i ntegrate know edge and skill areas in devel opnment of the assessnents.

(6) Assessnments for goals three and four of RCW 28A. 150. 210 shal
be integrated in the essential academc |earning requirenents and
assessnents for goals one and two.

(7) The superintendent shall devel op assessnents that are directly
related to the essential academc |earning requirenents, and are not

10
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bi ased toward persons with different | earning styles, racial or ethnic
backgrounds, or on the basis of gender.

(8) The superintendent shall consider nethods to address the uni que
needs of special education students when devel oping the assessnents
under this section.

(9) The superintendent shall consider nethods to address the uni que
needs of highly capabl e students when devel opi ng the assessnents under
this section.

Sec. 6. RCW28A.195.010 and 1993 ¢ 336 s 1101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The | egislature hereby recognizes that private schools should be
subject only to those mninum state controls necessary to insure the
health and safety of all the students in the state and to insure a
sufficient basic education to neet usual graduation requirenents. The
state, any agency or official thereof, shall not restrict or dictate
any specific educational or other prograns for private schools except
as hereinafter in this section provided.

Principals of private schools or superintendents of private school
districts shall file each year wwth the state superintendent of public
instruction a statenent certifying that the mninum requirenents
hereinafter set forth are being net, noting any deviations. After
review of the statenent, the state superintendent wll notify schools
or school districts of those deviations which nust be corrected. In
case of major deviations, the school or school district may request and
the state board of education nay grant provisional status for one year
in order that the school or school district may take action to neet the
requi rements. Mninmumrequirenents shall be as follows:

(1) The mninmm school year for instructional purposes shal
consist of no less than one hundred eighty school days or the
equi val ent in annual mnimum program hour offerings as prescribed in
RCW 28A. 150. 220.

(2) The school day shall be the same as that required in RCW
28A. 150. 030 and 28A.150.220, except that the percentages of total
program hour offerings as prescribed in RCW 28A. 150.220 for basic
skills, work skills, and optional subjects and activities shall not
apply to private schools or private sectarian schools.

11
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(3) Al classroomteachers shall hold appropriate Washi ngton state
certification except as follows:

(a) Teachers for religious courses or courses for which no
counterpart exists in public schools shall not be required to obtain a
state certificate to teach those courses.

(b) I'n exceptional cases, people of unusual conpetence but w thout
certification may teach students so long as a certified person
exerci ses general supervision. Annual witten statenents shall be
submtted to the office of the superintendent of public instruction
reporting and expl ai ni ng such circunst ances.

(4) An approved private school may operate an extensi on programfor
parents, guardians, or persons having | egal custody of a child to teach
children in their custody. The extension program shall require at a
m ni mum t hat :

(a) The parent, guardi an, or custodi an be under the supervision of
an enployee of the approved private school who is certified under
chapter 28A. 410 RCW

(b) The planning by the certified person and the parent, guardi an,
or person having | egal custody include objectives consistent with this
subsection and subsections (1), (2), (5), (6), and (7) of this section;

(c) The certified person spend a m ni nrum average each nonth of one
contact hour per week with each student under his or her supervision
who is enrolled in the approved private school extension program

(d) Each student's progress be evaluated by the certified person;
and

(e) The certified enployee shall not supervise nore than thirty
students enrolled in the approved private school's extension program

(5) Appropriate neasures shall be taken to safeguard all pernmanent
records against |oss or damage.

(6) The physical facilities of the school or district shall be
adequate to neet the program offered by the school or district:
PROVI DED, That each school building shall neet reasonable health and

fire safety requirenents. ((Hewever—thestate boardshall—noet—+eqgui+re

12
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mastery.)) A residential dwelling of the parent, guardian, or
custodi an shall be deened to be an adequate physical facility when a
parent, guardian, or person having |legal custody is instructing his or
her child under subsection (4) of this section.

(7) Private school curriculum shall include instruction of the
basic skills of occupational education, science, mathematics, |anguage,
social studies, history, health, reading, witing, spelling, and the
devel opnent of appreciation of art and nmusic, all in sufficient units
for nmeeting state board of education graduation requirenents.

(8) Each school or school district shall be required to maintain
up-to-date policy statenents related to the admnistration and
operation of the school or school district.

(9) The state board shall not require private school students to
neet the student learning goals, obtain a scholar's certificate or a
certificate of achievenent to graduate from high school, nmster the
essential academc learning requirenents, or be assessed pursuant to
RCW 28A. 655. 060. However, private schools may choose, on a voluntary
basis, to have their students master these essential academ c |earning
requi renents, take the assessnents, and obtain a scholar's certificate
or a certificate of achievenent.

Al'l decisions of policy, philosophy, selection of books, teaching
material, curriculum except as in subsection (7) above provided,
school rules and admnistration, or other matters not specifically
referred to in this section, shall be the responsibility of the
admnistration and admnistrators of the particular private school
i nvol ved.

Sec. 7. RCW28A. 200.010 and 1995 ¢ 52 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each parent whose child is receiving hone-based instruction
under RCW 28A. 225.010(4) shall have the duty to:

(()) (a) File annually a signed declaration of intent that he or
she is planning to cause his or her child to receive hone-based
i nstruction. The statenent shall include the nanme and age of the
child, shall specify whether a certificated person will be supervising

13
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the instruction, and shall be witten in a format prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction. Each parent shall file the
statenent by Septenber 15 of the school year or within two weeks of the
begi nni ng of any public school quarter, trinester, or senester with the
superintendent of the public school district within which the parent
resides or the district that accepts the transfer, and the student
shall be deenmed a transfer student of the nonresident district.
Parents may apply for transfer under RCW 28A. 225. 220;

((2)) (b) Ensure that test scores or annual academ c progress
assessnments and i muni zation records, together with any other records
that are kept relating to the instructional and educational activities
provi ded, are forwarded to any other public or private school to which
the child transfers. At the tine of a transfer to a public school, the
superintendent of the |ocal school district in which the child enrolls
may require a standardi zed achievenent test to be adm nistered and
shal |l have the authority to determ ne the appropriate grade and course
| evel placenent of the child after consultation with parents and revi ew
of the child' s records; and

((63))) (c) Ensure that a standardi zed achi evenent test approved by
the state board of education is admnistered annually to the child by
a qualified individual or that an annual assessnent of the student's
academ c progress is witten by a certificated person who is currently
working in the field of education. ( ( Fhe—state—hoard—of—educatton

28A. 630.885.)) The standardized test admnistered or the annual
academ c progress assessnment witten shall be nade a part of the
child s permanent records. If, as a result of the annual test or
assessnment, it is determned that the child is not naking reasonable
progress consistent with his or her age or stage of devel opnent, the
parent shall make a good faith effort to renmedy any deficiency.

(2) The state board of education shall not require these children
to neet the student l|earning goals, master the essential academc
learning requirenents, take the assessnents, or obtain a scholar's
certificate or a certificate of achievenent pursuant to RCW
28A. 655. 060.
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(3) Failure of a parent to conply with the duties in this section
shall be deened a failure of such parent's child to attend school
w thout valid justification under RCW 28A. 225.020. Parents who do
conply with the duties set forth in this section shall be presuned to
be provi di ng hone-based instruction as set forth in RCW28A. 225. 010(4).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi ately."

2SHB 2124 - S COWM ANMD
By Commttee on Education

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "requirenents;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "anmending RCW 28A. 230.090,
28A. 655. 030, 28A.655.070, 28A.195.010, and 28A.200.010; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 655 RCW creating a new section; and declaring
an energency."
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